The Youth Caucus of the UNCSD


www.groups.takingitglobal.org/WSSD-YouthCaucus
Role Description – Youth Caucus Facilitator, WSSD/UNCSD
Background


The Youth Caucus of the WSSD/UNCSD has, in the past, always had a facilitator. During it’s re-structuring process, the Youth Caucus reinforced  the importance of these individuals in light of the fact that “a rapidly expanding caucus requires a point of reference and mediator to ensure both positive and growth-encouraging multilogue”.  The annual transition of leadership of the Youth Caucus, by way of selecting facilitators, reflects the importance of reforms and development for the Youth Caucus – a change that relies primarily on the durable and efficient work of the facilitators.

Role description

The facilitator of the Youth Caucus plays a key role supporting youth participation in the WSSD/UNCSD process. The facilitator will have the following:

· Composition
It was decided that the caucus would now have 2 facilitators, one from the North and the other from the South. These facilitators would be individuals with backing organizations each conducting the YC for a two-year session.

· Term  
The term for the facilitators will be 2 years. Two new facilitators are elected every two years - preferably in the period between September – October.  For CSD 13 a new Northern facilitator will be elected in January 2005. This facilitator will step down in September 2005 when two new facilitators will be chosen. 

Building direction and working in collaboration with other members of the Caucus, the Facilitator has the following main functions:

· To act as the Youth Caucus’ permanent contact person with the UN CSD Secretariat and other related conferences during his/her term of office. This will involve, on a voluntary basis, about 20 hours a week on international coordination work until the CSD sessions.

· To regularly report back on his/her engagement (ie. participation in meetings) as Youth Caucus representative.

· To effectively mobilize his/her organization as the Secretariat of the Youth Caucus

· To logistically organize and coordinate the Youth Caucus present during the UN CSD meetings and other related conferences and assemblies, arrange a venue for the youth caucus meeting and participation, etc.

· To take the lead in lobbying youth perspectives on CSD themes, including making arrangements for speaking time slots in meetings and travel fellowships for Youth Caucus representatives

· To organize a committee of representatives to the different/other major groups of the UN CSD and other related linkages and partners.

· To regularly provide the youth caucus members with reports and updates on the progress and developments of the different projects and policy engagements of the caucus.

· Take the lead in regional networking efforts with the support of the regional coordinators. 

· To spearhead fundraising activities and project development beneficial to the Youth Caucus

· To build partnerships with other major groups and networks

· To oversee development and management of the Youth Caucus website

· To ensure transparency and accountability at all times

· Effectively delegate as many as possible of the above areas of responsibility to others within the Caucus, while remaining the key coordinator of the WSIS youth effort.

Note: This position is presently un-funded. Therefore, the present role is a volunteer one. For the right person, it could be an extremely valuable position, in terms of learning, networking and skill-development. There is also the possibility for the Facilitator to raise funds to support the role itself (and/or the work of others). 
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